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Invocation

Kshemaraja’s invocation is traditionally recited before the contemplation of

the verses as an aid in assimilating the understanding of the text more deeply.
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om namo mangalamiirtaye
atha pratyabhijfia-hrdayam
namah Sivaya satatam pafica-krtya-vidhayine
cid-ananda-ghana-svatma-paramarthavabhasine

om santih santih santih
Om — All praise to the manifestation of auspiciousness
now the heart of recognition.

Unceasing praise to Siva

who performs the five acts,

illuminating the Ultimate Reality,

one’s own self,
a mass of bliss and consciousness.

Om peace peace peace



VERSE 1

farfcr: o= fafataed: 1102 1l

citih svatantra visvasiddhihetuh

Jaw-dropping wonder...in unfettered freedom,
the cause of the universe is

This.

VERSE 2

oA T et |1 R 1l

svecchaya svabhittau visvam unmilayati

In the beginning, the luminous womb is,
and the luminous womb willingly leaps in delight

and lets Herself go...of Herself, upon Herself...it all comes forth.

VERSE 3
T SFTEUTENITEhET || 3 |
tan nana anuriipa-grahya-grahaka-bhedat

She births Herself as the many
who interchangeably play the roles
of objects and subjects, reciprocally adapting,



VERSE 4
farfcreen =ITenT <ITSTY S et m: 11 X ||
citi-samkocatma cetano’pi samkucita-visvamayah

each of the many,
even in their individual forms,

embodying the One,

VERSE §

fafia SaaTeaser Scwehif= fomm 11 1l

citir eva cetana-padad avaridha cetya-samkocini cittam

the One
who condenses

into mind and its objects.

VERSE 6
AT HIRATSTETT |1 & I
tanmayo maya-pramata

She confines Herself
by the limits of space, time,

perfection, knowledge and action.



VERSE 7
T b fEEfema T e TE: 116 ||

sa ca eko dvirtipas trimayas caturatma sapta-paficaka-svabhavah

Though She is One, She is also two;
She is three; She is four; She is even thirty-five.

She is earth; She is water; She is fire, air and space.

VERSE 8

g IHehT: FEEMIEe: 1 ¢ ||

tad-bhamikah sarva-darsana-sthitayah

She is also all the contradictory ways

of seeing Herself.

VERSE 9

fagaesfrahmETTEd: @art 1l < 1
cidvat tac chakti-samkocan malavrtah samsar1
Contracting Her powers,

She explores limitation,

becoming ordinary, isolated individuals.



VERSE 10

AT TgcT=THATH A 1| %0 ||

tathapi tadvat pafica-krtyani karoti

Even like that,

Her five acts are performed,

VERSE 11

T R e e ST o e TaaEdT 11 22 11

abhasana-rakti-vimarsana-bijavasthapana-vilapanatas tani

as flashing forth sparkling the world into being,
enjoying its appearing,
revealing Herself,
concealing Herself

and dissolving away.

VERSE 12
TN TRTeh et fEadr Seiead 11 2R ||
tad-aparijfiane svasaktibhir vyamohitata samsaritvam

But, as the ordinary individual, She fools Herself
in the play of ignorance

of Her own powers.



VERSE 13
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tat-parijfiane cittam eva antarmukhi-bhavena cetana-padadhyarohac citih

Then, by expanding inwardly in contemplation,
She knows fully Her own play of contraction

and realizes Herself as This.

VERSE 14

fafdafetatieds SIS ArRT Hawe st i 2y |l

citivahnir avarohapade channo’pi matraya meyendhanam plusyati

Even when She is concealed
by Her descent into contraction,

Her fire partially consumes misperceptions of differentiation.

VERSE 1§
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balalabhe visvam atmasat karoti

On acquiring strength of vision,
She recognizes the universe

as Her very own Self.



VERSE 16

foaTramy SETiey Ity feshrermfaatraed stafe: | 28 ||
cidananda-labhe dehadisu cetyamanesvapi

cidaikatmya-pratipatti-dardhyam jivanmuktih

Steadily experiencing the bliss of This,

She is embodied liberation.

VERSE 17

HefoehTT saaT=aet™: | 2 ||
madhya-vikasac cidananda-labhah

Blossoming forth from Her own Heart — Bliss,

VERSE 18

forehcaeTTRE R IR e T e Ta=deh e [ HTA-TET SRITTT: || ¢ 1|
vikalpaksaya-saktisamkocavikasa-vahacchedadyanta-

kotinibhalanadaya ihopayah

by whatever means: dissolution of thought,
inner absorption even as energies unfold outward,
all flow stopped,
awareness of space between end and beginning,

and so on.



VERSE 19

TR ST YT A AR e feaamTerTs: 1] 88 ||
samadhi-samskaravati vyutthane bhuyo bhuyas

cid-aikyamarsan nityodita-samadhi-labhah

Over and over again,
abiding in the echo of absorption,
Her own eternally emergent Self

is attained.

VERSE 20
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tada prakasananda-sara-mahamantra-viryatmaka-purnahantavesat sada
sarva-sarga-samhara-kari-nija-samvid devata-cakresvarata-
praptir bhavatiti sivam

Then, entering into the perfect fullness of [-Am
and merging with the everlasting pulsation, the blissful effulgence of Being,
the play of the One and the many continues in full knowingness
in Her timeless cycle of emanation and reabsorption.
Just This.



